




Advanced Placement Literature  
Essay Rubric 
 
 9-8 (91-100)  
These upper-level essays offer a persuasive analysis of the prompt and literature in question. These essays 
explore all elements of the prompt while effectively responding to the prompt. These essays may not be error-
free, but they do demonstrate a thorough reading and understanding of the text. They effectively explore the 
devices from the passage in a thoughtful way. The essays contain strong thesis statements which are 
effectively proven with textual evidence. The perceptive analysis is evident in the writing through precise, 
clear, and effectively organized writing. Generally, essays scored a 9 reveal more sophisticated analysis and 
more effective control of language than do those scored an 8.  
 
7-6 (80-90)  
These essays offer a reasonable analysis of the text. They provide a sustained, competent reading of the 
literature, with attention to devices such as imagery, personification, selection of detail, and figurative 
language. Although these essays may not be error-free and are less perceptive or less convincing than those in 
the 9–8 range, they present ideas with clarity and control and refer to the text for support. Generally, essays 
scored a 7 present better-developed analysis and more consistent command of the elements of effective 
composition than do essays scored a 6.  
 
5 (76-79)  
These essays respond to the assigned task with a plausible reading of the text but tend to be superficial or 
undeveloped in their treatment of how the author uses literary devices. While containing some analysis of the 
literature, implicit or explicit, the discussion of the prompt may be slight, and support from the passage may 
be thin or tend toward summary or paraphrase. While these essays demonstrate adequate control of language, 
they may be marred by surface errors. They are not as well conceived, organized, or developed as essays in the 
7–6 range.  
 
3-4 (70-75)  
These lower-half essays fail to offer an adequate analysis of the literature. The analysis may be partial, 
unconvincing, or irrelevant in responding to the prompt. Students may ignore literary elements that are 
evident in the literature. The essays may be characterized by an unfocused or repetitive presentation of ideas, 
an absence of textual support, or an accumulation of errors. These essays may depend largely on summary as 
opposed to analysis. Generally, essays scored a 3 exhibit less control over the elements of composition and 
may contain weaker or less-developed readings than those scored a 4.  
 
2-1 (60-69)  
These essays compound the weaknesses of those in the 4–3 range. They may persistently misread the text or be 
unacceptably brief. The essays may contain pervasive errors that interfere with understanding. Although some 
attempt has been made to respond to the prompt, ideas are presented with little clarity, organization, or 
support from the passage. These essays may contain an excessive amount of summary with no analysis of the 
passage. Essays that are especially incompetent or incoherent are scored a 1. 
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