
Name:___________________________ 
English 7/ Art 

 

Portraits and Poetry Project 
 

To write a poem to frame or incorporate into your artwork, you should consider the following questions: 
 What object or pose did you pick to best represent you? 
 Why does this object represent you? How does the photo relate to you? 
 Is there something that the photo reveals that nobody else knows? 
 What would you like the person who looks at your artwork and poem to learn about you?   
 How can you reveal that in an interesting way? 
 

 
Remember, poetry is different from plain old writing (prose) because it relies on imagery, word choice, word order, and 
precision.  Of course, a good piece of prose can have all these things, but because poetry is brief in nature, it forces the 
writer to make more choices in what they write. You’ll have to think carefully about how you can communicate your 
ideas in a precise and original manner. 
 
Use your brainstorming worksheet (on the back of this assignment) in conjunction with today’s introduction to help you 
begin to think about and plan your poem. 
 
 
When your poem is done it should: (use this as a checklist!) 

 Tell your reader something unique about you. 

 Express how the object of focus enhances our understanding of you. 

 Be interesting, have creative energy, feel like a finished piece. 

 Contain a simile or a metaphor. 

 Contain repetition, alliteration, or rhyme. 

 Contain imagery relating to at least two senses (sight, smell, taste, touch, sound) 

 Be at least 12 lines long and incorporate color, font, shape, etc. in a meaningful way 
 
 
Your poem will be graded with a check list that relates to the bullets above.  You will receive a copy of this during our 
evaluating and revising workshop. 
 
 
 

DUE DATES: 
We will be doing some thinking and planning in class, but you will be drafting your first & final 
copies at home. 
 
First draft is due ____________________  (It must be complete if you want to participate in peer 
workshopping) 
 
 
FINAL COPY (turn in TWO, typed copies) is due_____________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Portraits and Poetry Brainstorming Worksheet 
 

Why did you choose this image? 
 
 
 
 
Look at your picture, what do you see/notice right away? 
 
 
 
 
 
What do you want your audience to see/notice (objects, people, actions, etc.)? 
 
 
 
 
 
What do you consider the part of you (your personality) that you want your audience to see/understand when 
they look at this picture? 
 
 
 
 
 
What is interesting about you that you still want to share that is NOT revealed in this picture? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How do you think you can best convey these aspects of your personality? 
 
 



Creative writing is all about LANGUAGE! – Portraits & Poetry Planning 
 
Language choice is very important (and can be challenging) in poetry because of its reliance on imagery, word choice, 
word order, and precision.   
 
Thinking about Imagery & Figurative Language – SHOW, DON’T TELL! 
 
How can a smile or a metaphor help to better reveal something about you in an interesting way? 
 
 
 
 
Create some figurative language that you may (or may not) use in your poem: 
 
I am as ______________________________ as a __________________________________. 

I can ______________________________ like a __________________________________. 

My ______________________________ is a ____________________________________. 

Come up with your own! ____________________________________________________________________________. 

Come up with your own! ____________________________________________________________________________. 

(any of these statements can be written like a smile or a metaphor 
Ex.  (simile) I am as silly as a clown or (metaphor) I am a clown. 

 
Are there any topics in your poem that lend themselves to rhyme, alliteration, OR repetition? In other words, how would 
rhyme, alliteration, or repetition help to enhance our understanding of your topic or make it clearer to your reader? 
 
 
 
 
What senses do I want to appeal to with my imagery? Think about your topic – sensory imagery about a soccer game is 
very different from sensory imagery about baking a pie! 
 
 
 
 
 
TELL v. SHOW: Using figurative language, such as similes & metaphors, as well as imagery, turn three TELL 
statements into SHOW statements below! 
Example – examine the difference between telling and showing. Your goal is to get the same message across, but the 

show statement should be more interesting and visual! 

Tell: I like to read 

Show: A waterfall of books cascades out of my closet, as a pool of adventure & fantasy fills my room. 

Tell: 

Show: 

 

Tell: 

Show: 



Thinking about precise word choice & order – Organizing my poem! 

 
 
What do I want the TONE of my poem to be? What kinds of words and phrases can I use to communicate that? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How do I want to organize my poem?  Consider what you are discussing and in what order you think you should discuss 
it. Are your topics related or unrelated? Are you telling a story from start to finish, etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How can you transition between your ideas? How can you connect them? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Should it rhyme?  Why, why not? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NOW WHAT?  

LOOK HERE FOR THE NEXT STEP IN YOUR WRITING 
PROCESS!! 
 

Now that you’ve taken some time to think about the impact of language for your poem, you need to use your ideas and 
create a FIRST DRAFT of your poem. This first draft will be checked for completion (but not graded) and used in our 

writer’s workshop!   DUE: _______________________ 
 
When your poem is done it should: (use this as a checklist!) 

 Tell your reader something unique about you. 

 Express how the object of focus enhances our understanding of you. 

 Be interesting, have creative energy, feel like a finished piece. 

 Contain a simile or a metaphor. 

 Contain repetition, alliteration, or rhyme. 

 Contain imagery relating to at least two senses (sight, smell, taste, touch, sound) 

 Be at least 12 lines long and incorporate color, font, shape, etc. in a meaningful way 



English 7                   Portraits & Poetry Workshop Guide 
Miss Pixley/Ms. Marra    

 
Author’s Name:_______________________ Reader’s Name:_____________________ 

 
The best line in this poem is: __________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

because…_________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

One moment in this poem that needs a little more “spice” is: _________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

because…_________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What do I know about this person from reading this poem? __________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

After reading this poem, I still wonder: __________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
After reading this poem and looking at the photograph, I would describe the relationship between them as 
(circle one):   

 The poem reflects exactly what is in the photograph. 

 The poem is different than the photograph, but there is a clear connection. 

 The poem shows something totally different than what is in the photograph. 
I circled the above because: ___________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



Figurative Language:  How would you rate the following? 
 

Rhyme, Alliteration or Repetition: 
___Excellent  ____Pretty good  ____OK  ___Needs Improvement  ____Missing  
Does it avoid clichés?  What is good about it?  Can you make any suggestions for 
improvement?______________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Metaphor or Simile: 
___Excellent  ____Pretty good  ____OK  ___Needs Improvement  ____Missing  
Does it avoid clichés?  What is good about it?  Can you make any suggestions for improvement?  
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What line in this poem do you think most represents “creative energy?”  Why? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What moment in the poem uses IMAGERY effectively? What senses does it appeal to (i.e. can you see it, hear 
it, smell, it, etc.)?  Explain. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Are there clear transitions between ideas or moments within the poem? In other words, does it flow smoothly 
and in an organized way?  Why or why not? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How can the author use color, font, symbols, and/or shape to enhance their poem’s meaning? Any ideas!?   
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________! 



Portraits and Poetry 
Final Poem Checklist 

Your poem… 
 

 Tells your reader something unique about you; expresses how the object of focus enhances our 
understanding of you.   _________ (5 pts.) 

 
 Has creative energy. SHOWS, doesn’t TELL.    _________ (6 pts.) 
 
 Contains a simile or a metaphor.    _________ (4 pts.) 
 
 Contains repetition, alliteration, or rhyme.    _________ (4 pts.) 

 
 Contains imagery relating to at least two senses:    sense 1 _________ (3pts.)  sense 2 _________ (3 pts.) 

 
 Incorporates different colors, fonts, shapes, etc. in a meaningful and purposeful way to enhance 

significance of language__________ (3 pts.) 
 
 Is at least 12 lines long.    _________ (2 pts.) 

 
 

Comments… 
 

Total: _____/30 
 
 
 
 
 

Portraits and Poetry 
Final Poem Checklist 

Your poem… 
 

 Tells your reader something unique about you; expresses how the object of focus enhances our 
understanding of you.   _________ (5 pts.) 

 
 Has creative energy. SHOWS, doesn’t TELL.    _________ (6 pts.) 
 
 Contains a simile or a metaphor.    _________ (4 pts.) 
 
 Contains repetition, alliteration, or rhyme.    _________ (4 pts.) 

 
 Contains imagery relating to at least two senses:    sense 1 _________ (3pts.)  sense 2 _________ (3 pts.) 

 
 Incorporates different colors, fonts, shapes, etc. in a meaningful and purposeful way to enhance 

significance of language__________ (3 pts.) 
 
 Is at least 12 lines long.    _________ (2 pts.) 

 
 

Comments… 
 

Total: _____/30 
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