
Name:  ______________________________________    Date: ______________ 
 

____ Pre-Unit Quick Write    ____ Co-written    ____ Independently written    ____ Post-Unit Quick Write 
 

Personal Narrative Rubric  
 

CATEGORY 4 3 2 1 

Self 
Assess-

ment 
 

Use of the 
Writing 
Process 

 

Used all steps of the 
writing process, with 
distinction 

Used all steps of the 
writing process 
appropriately  

Used some steps of the writing 
process: 
Immersion, Collecting, Choosing, 
Developing, Drafting, Revising, 
Editing,  Publishing 
 

Only 
used a 
few steps 

 

Personal 
Narrative 

Genre 

Thoroughly reflects a 
small moment, is written 
“in the moment” and in 
first-person point of view 

Reflects a small 
moment, is written 
“in the moment” and 
in first-person POV 

Some of the following:  
- Reflects a small moment  
- written “in the moment”  
- first-person POV 
 

Includes 
none or 
one 

 

 
Title 

Creatively specific, 
interesting, short and 
intriguing 

Specific, interesting, 
short and intriguing 

Some of the following:  
specific, interesting, short or 
intriguing 
 

One or 
none  
 

 

 

Beginning  
Powerful, original and 
inviting lead that engages 
the reader 
 

Inviting lead that 
engages the reader 

Somewhat inviting lead  Little or 
no lead   

 
 
 

Word 
Choice 

Story includes all of the 
following and many with 
distinction:  focused 
details, sensory language, 
interesting words, 
descriptive language, 
figurative language and 
temporal words 
 

Focused details, 
sensory language,  
interesting words, 
descriptive, 
language, figurative 
language and 
temporal words 

Some of the following:  
- focused details  
- sensory language  
- interesting words  
- descriptive    
     language 
- figurative language  
- temporal words 

A couple 
or none 
 

 

 
 

Ending 

Meaningfully wraps up by 
including author’s 
thoughts and feelings 
about the experience 

Wraps up by 
including author’s 
thoughts and 
feelings about the 
experience 
 

Wraps up somewhat may or may 
not include author’s thoughts and 
feelings about the experience 
 

Little or 
no wrap 
up  

 

Grammar, 
Usage and 
Mechanics 

All correct capitalization, 
punctuation, spelling and 
grammar 

Mostly correct 
capitalization, 
punctuation, spelling 
and grammar 
 

Some correct capitalization, 
punctuation, spelling and 
grammar 

Little 
correct  
 

 

   Kate Alix 2013 
 

Teacher comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Personal Narrative Student Reflection:  
Metacognition  

 
1. What is your favorite part of your writing piece? Explain why. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What was your favorite part of the writing process? Justify why. 

Writing Process: Planning, Drafting, Revising, Editing, or Publishing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Which of your writing strengths does this piece highlight? Explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. What area of writing do you think you need to practice? 
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