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 My child often refers to Reading and Writing Workshop. What is
the workshop model?
 My child talks about what level book they read. What does that
mean?
 What is FUNdations?
 What is the DRA 2 Assessment?
 What can I do to help my child with reading? (strategies,
websites, apps)
 Q/A

Reader’s and Writer’s
Workshop
Julie Liebersohn
Tricia Galloway

A New Era for Readers and
Writers






Today’s reading demand
reading across several
perspective/genres at
once
Constant stream of
information
Electronic devices
provide abundance of
information to sort
through







Today’s writer continues
to write traditional pieces
Write thousands of
electronic messages that
are sent immediately into
the world
Writers must be able to
research topics/take
notes/support claims
with evidence from text

How are Pelham Schools
guiding students to navigate
challenging texts, read widely
and write powerfully?

Reading and Writing
Workshop Model that
integrates the Common Core
Learning Standards

What is the Reading and
Writing Workshop
Model?
•Mini

Lesson
•Independent Practice
•Share/Wrap Up

Mini Lesson





Brief 5-15 minute lesson
Explicit instruction
Teacher will model skill/strategy using
previously read texts

Example of a 5th Grade Mini
Lesson








Teaching Objective: Readers consider the difference between
a subject and a theme.
Warm Up: Announce that for the next few weeks, students
will read a variety of short texts and determine/analyze their
themes.
Teach: Model reading Jean Little’s poem “Louisa, Louisa” and
indentifying subject versus theme by filling in a t-chart.
Try: Partners read Jean Little’s poem “Alone” then as a class,
students complete a subject versus theme t-chart.
Clarify: “You have been indentifying the difference between a
subject and a theme in Jean Little’s poems. Now you are
going to read independently from a text set focusing on
identifying the subject and theme of each text.”

Independent Practice
•

•
•

Independent Reading
Individual Conferences
Small Group Instruction

Wrap Up

My child talks about what level
book they read. What does that
mean?




Accurate
Comfortable Rate
Understand the text

Wow! That must mean the
classrooms need a lot of books!


District Support



Prospect Hill Scholastic Book Fair Dollars



Pelham Education Foundation

Classroom Libraries





Approximately 30% of classroom libraries are leveled.
The purpose of leveled books is to assist students in
choosing a “just right” book.
Emphasis is placed on all children being READERS, not
“levels.”
The remaining books may be grouped by topic, genre,
series, author, etc.

What is a “Just Right” Book and
why is it so important?

Independent Level – The “Just

Right” Book!







Can Read Most of the Words
Understand the Meaning of the Text
Interested in the Topic
Print is the Right Size
Good Illustrations
The Child Will Enjoy the Book!

Remember: Lots of Reading Can Occur
With “Just Right” Books

“Too Hard” Books


Many Reading Errors on a Page



Able to Read the Words But Unable to Understand



No Genuine Reading Occurs



Children Become Discouraged About Reading



If a Child Selects a Book That is Too Difficult , Suggest
Reading it at a Later Time or Read it to Him/Her.

Instructional Level Books


When the Child is Working With the Teacher in
a Small Group



Some Challenging Words



A Concept Needs to Be Grasped

If we want children to read a lot
we must find texts for them that
are EASY and that ENGAGE
them as readers.

Some Interesting Statistics About
Success in Reading


Anne Cunningham/Keith Stanovich, Principal magazine (2003)


“The MORE children read, the greater their vocabulary and
the better their cognitive skills.”



“The act of reading (EASY TEXT) itself serves to increase
the achievement differences among children.”

How can you help your child
improve their reading?


We All Need to Find Quality TIME for
Independent Reading for Our Children



Our Children Need to be Matched to
Appropriate Texts



EASY, ENGAGING, ENJOYABLE!!!

Early Readers










When your child gets stuck on a word ask, “ What would make
sense there?”
Encourage using the pictures for clues or tap out letter sounds.
Give them time to solve it on their own.
Occasionally Stop and Ask, “What Do You Think Might
Happen Next?”
Accentuate the Positives
Be Patient
Encourage “Retelling”
The Most Important Message: Reading is Pleasurable and Useful

Transitional Readers


Continue to Read to Your Child if He/She Enjoys It



Tackle Difficult Texts Together
Model Your Own Thinking (I wonder…, what
do you think would happen if…,I think the
author’s message is…etc.)
Value Reading All Genres
Accentuate the Positives/Praise Them
Encourage your child to read for extended
periods of time
The Most Important Message: Reading is
Pleasurable and Useful








Resources for Parents






Public Library
Websites
Apps
Handouts

Questions?

What’s New in Literacy for Pelham?
Our reading and writing program has undergone quite a transformation over the
past two years. The district has moved to Reading and Writing Workshop Model.
The work in literacy over the past two years has included the development of a
clear articulation of units of study in reading and writing that includes specific
skills and strategies required for the successful development of our students'
literacy skills. The units are aligned to the Common Core Standards. In addition,
teachers have been provided with professional development to refine their craft
and gain familiarity with the new standards. This work will continue into 20142015.

In its simplest form, the workshop model has three basic components;
a focused mini-lesson, independent practice and a wrap up/share.
During the mini-lesson the teacher provides direct instruction for the
whole class. The lesson is short, explicit and provides an opportunity
for the teacher to model a strategy and an opportunity for students to
try the strategy under the guidance of the teacher.
During independent practice, students have an opportunity to practice
the reading or writing strategy taught in the mini lesson independently.
The students spend approximately half of the independently work time
on work related to the unit of study and then have the remaining time
to read or write on a topic of their choice. This is the most important
part of the workshop and therefore must be the longest part of the
period. This independent work time is one opportunity for teachers to
differentiate instruction for students. Individual book choice based on
interest or level, small group targeted instruction and student goal
setting all allow for the teachers to meet the needs of various
learners.

For example, if a fourth grade class is in the midst of an informational
unit in reading and writing, the first half of the independent reading
time will be used to read the student’s nonfiction book choice. The
mini lesson may have introduced using the text features to identify the
main idea of an informative piece. During the first part of independent
practice the student will be using a nonfiction book of their choice and
at their reading level to practice that skill. The second half of
independent practice the student can choose to continue in the
nonfiction genre or opt to read another book. As students work, the
teacher confers with individuals or may meet with small group of
students for additional instruction. The purpose of conferring is to
provide support on an individual level and asses next steps for
students.
The wrap up/share occurs at the end of the workshop and gives
students an opportunity to share, reflect and name what they have
learned for the day.

What is Fundations?
Fundations is a phonological/phonemic awareness, phonics and spelling
program used in all kindergarten through grade 2 classrooms in the district.
Fundations is based upon the Wilson Reading System® principles and serves
as a prevention program to help reduce reading and spelling failure.
Fundations provides the research-validated strategies that complements our
existing literacy program. Teachers incorporate a 30-minute daily
Fundations lesson into their language arts classroom instruction. The
Fundations lessons focus on carefully sequenced skills that include print
knowledge, alphabet awareness, phonological awareness, phonemic awareness,
decoding, vocabulary, fluency, and spelling. In addition, critical thinking,
speaking and listening skills are practiced during Storytime activities.
Fundations also offers resources for targeted small group intervention.
Children do not receive weekly spelling list is the Fundations program.
Fundations is a comprehensive approach to spelling which provides students
with the skills they need to spell both words that are phonetically regular
(follow the rules of the English language) and the ten percent of the words
in our language that are phonetically irregular (Trick Words). Students'
spelling is assessed at the end of each unit on a Unit Test that covers the
spelling rules and concepts and Trick Words taught in that unit. Words from
past units are also included. Teachers can choose to send home lists of new
and review trick words for their students to commit to memory. In each
unit the students learn spelling rules and concepts that teach them the
structure of the English language. With this knowledge, they are able to
spell many more words than they would if they were exposed to a memorized
list of ten or twenty words. Because they learn why the words are spelled
the way they are, they are able to better apply this knowledge to daily
written work. In Fundations, students are, however, expected to memorize
the trick words presented in each unit.

How are the Classroom Teachers Being Supported?

The district is supporting the teachers in a variety of ways. The
creation of a half time K-5 ELA Staff Developer in the fall of 2012 has
allowed the district to bring consistency and uniformity of curriculum
and resources across the four elementary schools. In addition, the
position provides increased communication of expectations in reading
and writing and the opportunity for instructional coaching. The
district has partnered with LitLife, a consultant that provides
professional development tailed to our district needs. The support
includes professional development for specific grades, workshops
centered on a particular topic, curriculum development and assessment
to name a few. The consultant also spends time in individual schools
providing support along with the ELA Staff Developer at the school
level. Teachers are often given release time to attend a professional
development workshop in the district or for a meeting within their
school. This support has allowed Pelham to clearly articulate our goals
in reading and writing and provide staff development for the teachers
to refine their instructional practices.

