Genocide Community Project - 8th Grade English
Lauren Rosenberg/Laura Stagliano

The Goal
● Students will learn the definition of genocide and how genocide effects not only a group
of people, but society as a whole.
● Students will create a genocide intolerance project in order to involve the school
community and create awareness.
● Students will further understand the key concepts of intolerance, discrimination, and
persecution presented in the memoir Night by Elie Wiesel by studying additional
genocides around the world.
● Students will learn that communities need to monitor the agenda of power groups to
prevent abuse of minorities.
● Students will understand that human beings are capable of evil.

The Process
● Throughout the third quarter, students in 8th grade English will read the memoir, Night,
by Elie Wiesel to better understand discrimination, persecution and intolerance. In order
to further demonstrate knowledge of the key concepts of Night, students will study
genocide and the effects genocide has, not only on an individual society, but on a global
scale.
● Students will learn the definition of genocide and different types of genocide. For
example, some genocides are devoted to persecution of religious groups (ex. Jews
during the Holocaust), whereas others are devoted to mass destruction of a number of
different groups (ex. ISIS today).
● Students will be placed in heterogeneous groups and assigned a global genocide that
they have not previously learned about in school to research. Genocide topics include
Darfur, Bosnia, Armenia, China, ISIS. As a group, students will answer the following
questions:
○ Where did your genocide occur? In what time period?
○ What factors contributed to your genocide?
○ Who was involved? Who were the victims and the aggressors?
○ How many people were affected?
○ What kind of impact has this genocide had on the world?
● Using library resources, students will learn how to use a new database, SIRS - Issues
Researcher. After students conduct their research, they will work with their group to
create a “product” that will spread community awareness of their situation. Additionally,
students will create a business proposal in order to raise awareness and present their
findings to “board,” made up of their classmates and faculty.
● In order for students to better understand what constitutes an awareness project, we will
show a video of “We are the World,” a song created in order to raise funds for the
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devastating famine in Ethiopia during the early to mid 1980’s. Celebrities used their
power and presence to spread awareness of this issue and promote a song that’s still
widely known throughout the entire world.
Students may use any creative outlet in order to showcase their understanding of their
genocide group and create awareness. These may include but are not limited to:
○ Music - song, collection of songs, CD artwork
○ Documentary/Trailer
○ Poster
○ Public Service Announcement
○ Letter Writing Campaign
○ Slogans - T Shirt Design, Bumper Sticker, Pins
○ Poem
○ Other
Once students create their project with their group they must complete a business
proposal on Google Docs, which will be available on the Google Classroom page. This
proposal will address various components of the project such as:
○ General background information of the genocide
○ The actual plan to promote awareness (the creative piece listed above)
○ Who this plan is geared towards (demographics, geography, ethnicity, nationality,
etc.)
○ Where will you promote your agenda?
Students will present their proposal to the “board” which will consist of fellow classmates
and faculty. While listening to the presentation, the “board members” must consider the
impact of the proposal if it were to be implemented. Additionally, “board members” will
provide feedback, addressing what they’ve learned about the genocide and how
effective the awareness campaign could be.
Furthermore, students will tie this experience to Night and discuss Holocaust awareness.
Students may want to consider:
○ Was there awareness of the Holocaust throughout the 1940’s?
○ What kind of awareness could have helped the citizens of Nazi Germany?
○ Would there have been an impact if there was an awareness campaign? Why or
why not?
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Criterion A: Analyzing
 How much does the student
justify opinions and ideas,
using examples, explanations
and terminology in the
document (written piece)

The
student
does not
reach a
standard
described
by any of
the
descriptors

The student
rarely justifies
opinions and
ideas with
examples or
explanations;
uses little or no
terminology.

The student
justifies opinions
and ideas with
some examples
or explanations,
though this may
not be
consistent; uses
some
terminology.

The student
sufficiently
justifies opinions
and ideas with
examples or
explanations;
uses accurate
terminology.

Criterion B: Presentation
 How much attention has been
given to making the delivery
effective and appropriate to
the presentation?
 To what extent are strategies
used to interest the audience
(for example, audibility, eye
contact, gesture, effective use
of supporting material)?
Criterion C: Using Language
 How clear and appropriate is
the language?
 How well is the register and
style suited to the choice of
presentation? (“Register”
refers, in this context, to the
student’s use of elements
such as vocabulary, tone,
sentence structure and
terminology appropriate to
the presentation.)

The
student
does not
reach a
standard
described
by any of
the
descriptors

Delivery of the
presentation is
rarely
appropriate, with
little attempt to
interest the
audience.

Delivery of the
presentation is
sometimes
appropriate, with
some attempt to
interest the
audience.

Delivery of the
presentation is
appropriate,
with a clear
intention to
interest the
audience.

The student
gives detailed
justification of
opinions and
ideas with a
range of
examples and
thorough
explanations;
uses accurate
terminology.
Delivery of the
presentation is
effective, with
suitable
strategies used
to interest the
audience.

The
student
does not
reach a
standard
described
by any of
the
descriptors

The language is
rarely
appropriate, with
a very limited
attempt to suit
register and style
to the choice of
presentation.

The language is
sometimes
appropriate, with
some attempt to
suit register and
style to the
choice of
presentation.

The language is
mostly clear
and appropriate,
with some
attention paid to
register and style
that is suited to
the choice of
presentation.

The language is
clear, effective
and
appropriate,
with register and
style consistently
suited to the
choice of
presentation.
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7-8

Name:
English 8

Period:

Genocide Awareness Project
Reflection Questions
1. What did you learn from this project in terms of genocides today
worldwide?

2. How do these genocides relate to Night, in a common theme?

3. What did you learn about yourself during this project?

4. Within your own genocide project, what did you find most interesting
or shocking? How has your “awareness” changed because of this
project?

Uziah Newsome, Andrew Graciano, Cristina Gori, Charlie
Miske, and Reed O’Brien.
Who?- The Serbs against the Bosnians and Croats. The Croats
and the Bosniaks were targets, while the Serbs were the
aggressors.
What?- 100,000 people (80% of Bosnians) were driven out of
Serbian land, or killed.
Where?- Bosnia-Herzegovina, and the other six nations that
made up the former republic of Yugoslavia, along the coast of
the Adriatic Sea between Italy and Romania.
When?- April 1992-1995
Why?- Yugoslavia, is a state of multiple religions and cultural
backgrounds. Between all of the religions and cultures many
tensions grew between them. Bosnian Serbs wanted to be apart
of a whole Serbian country.
Aftermath- In 1993, the UN created the International Criminal
Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, or the ICTY. This group
prosecuted
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Genocide Awareness Project
Reflection Questions
1. What did you learn from this project in terms of genocides today
worldwide?
I Learned that although many people decided never to let genocides like the
holocaust happen again there were others that followed it.

2. How do these genocides relate to Night, in a common theme?
These Genocides are driven by a less than human urge to harm others of a
different origin. just as in night elie wiesel was challenged by other driven by
this urge.

3. What did you learn about yourself during this project?
I learned That I have been living completely in a blanket or veil of naivette.
believing that such evil no longer existed.

4. Within your own genocide project, what did you find most interesting
or shocking? How has your “awareness” changed because of this
project?
Well I was not aware that genocides after the holocaust existed I believed it
was the last tragedy of its kind. However I now know it wasn’t.
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Genocide Awareness Project
Reflection Questions
1. What did you learn from this project in terms of genocides today
worldwide?
That it is a graphic and disgusting act of tyranny which causes death and
destruction throughout the land it is in.

2. How do these genocides relate to Night, in a common theme?
That people would be taken to a confined area, while they starve and have
their way of life be taken away from them.

3. What did you learn about yourself during this project?
That I should be more away of the crisis that is going on in the areas that
really need help.

4. Within your own genocide project, what did you find most interesting
or shocking? How has your “awareness” changed because of this
project?
The most shocking was the people in the prison camps. They look like
skeletons, very thin skin around bones.

