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Dear Diary,
Today, the 22nd of August I have truly realized the meaning of my.... my - nose. It must
be true that I can never be loved by any woman. Deep in my heart I truly love the fair
lady Roxane, but she will never, ever love me. I have been scoffed and scorned at, by
people who believe their good looks make them superior. Though in truth, intellect is
valued over all. I feed that there may be no way to tell Roxane my feelings. If she is too
blind to hear my feelings, then there may be no proper way to notify her. Without a
direct approach I may never be satiated .

Dear Diary,
Today, the 23rd of August is a turning point in my life. This pact between Christian and
myself may allow me to live vicariously without deceiving or violating Roxane’s wishes.
Though she will not realize, it is possible that she may come to love Christians and
therefore my words, over his appearance. If this is so, I hope one day Roxane might
discover her weaknesses.

Dear Diary,
Today, Saturday the 26th of July the only news of note is, “an hour or so before dinner,
Cyrano de Bergerac died, foully murdered.” My life has been pretentious, “I have
missed everything, even my death.” O Roxane, how I wish we could have been
together. Alas, fate is cruel joke, and perhaps our hearts never fit like a key in a lock,
perhaps we were not meant for eachother. O Roxane I have deceived you for years,
violating even my ethical sense, I hope you may come to forgive me.
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Cyrano’s strong aura of control also contains a
persona of a self deprecating comedian, who turns his
weaknesses into strengths. Cyrano, as seen in the public
eye is very different from the real Cyrano. In public
Cyrano attempts to cover his weaknesses by attacking the
offender. But in reality, Cyrano has a few fatal flaws, none
of which are his nose. His crippling love for his cousin
Roxane combined with his harsh internal views on his
appearance make a man who might trip and never get
back up. In his case, the loss of Christian caused his to
wait 15 years on his deathbed to even consider releasing
a secret that should have been released long ago.
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based on appearance rather than intellect. Roxane failed
to recognize what she had, until the death of her loved
one. In the end, Roxane is reduced to a shadow of her
former self, decimated by her incorrect assumptions on
the character of people.

Have you ever done something chivalrous in your life? Well, if you haven’t, you
probably should! “Chivalry is the combination of qualities expected of an ideal knight,
especially courage, honor, courtesy, justice, and a readiness to help the weak.” Google definitions. Chivalry is an old custom that dates back to the time of feudalism,
and was generally associated with knights and knighthood. Chivalry is rarely mentioned
today, and is generally used in a sense of good manners. Ultimately, Chivalry today is
just a reflection of its time, and a reminder of old customs.
The concept of chivalry and thereafter the code of chivalry, developed in
medieval Europe around the 11th to 14th centuries. Chivalry is generally synonymous
with knighthood, a title used in feudal Europe. In french, Chevalrie was the word for
armored cavalry. Later, this came to used with knights. The first mention of chivalry in
english came during the time of the Crusades. Knighthood was a title given to someone
who had done a heroic deed. Often, knighthood was awarded on the battlefield, and
more often that not, to squires. Along with the concept of knighthood, came the code of
chivalry. The code of chivalry was a moral system which went beyond the rules of
combat, and included qualities such as bravery, courtesy, honor, and gallantry toward
women. Sometimes, people other than knights would take up the code of chivalry, and

use it as their own. For some people, chivalry involved the church and notion about
god. For others, it became an ethical code. In this way, the code of chivalry and
chivalry itself outlived its creators, the knights. The concept and code of chivalry was
not just used with knights however, in later times, chivalry began to represent the
concept of Romanticism.
The Romantic movement was a movement in literature characterized by its anti
neoclassical views. Romanticism got its name from a tale or ballad of chivalric
adventure and heroism. It was created in Europe in the 1770’s as a style of writing
focused on nature, life, and myths. romanticism is often described as “literature
depicting emotional matter in an imaginative form.” (Victor Hugo) Another way of
understanding this is writing that chooses not to focus on intellect and technology, and
instead prefers to view nature and aesthetics. This is important because it relates back
to the time of chivalry because it gets it roots from adventure and a lack of philosophy.
Chivalry was an important aspect of Romanticism, because Romanticism focused a lot
on medieval myths and legends, which almost certainly included chivalry. The romantic
movement could have been an attempt to bring back the past, and with it chivalry. In
addition, chivalry is dissimilar to neoclassicism, which romanticism is the opposite.
The concept of chivalry is not specific to knighthood. Chivalry is also seen in
other types of literature. Aside from romanticism, which is influenced by chivalry, a
literary genre called chivalric romance was created, primarily based on chivalry.
Chivalric romance is based around a knight (main character) who goes on a quest
involving love and courtly manners. In the famous novel Don Quixote the author
invokes the qualities in the code of chivalry, as well as including themes such as love,
super human ability, and the fighting of evil such as dragons. Besides various related
genres chivalry has fallen out of use and is generally used in a historic circumstance.
Therefore, chivalry is merely a reflection of its time. Aside from the romantic revival,
chivalry is used only in terms of manners and bravery.
Ultimately, the concept of chivalry has into disuse. Chivalry, first created in the
Dark Ages is now a reflection of itself. In today’s terms, chivalry might be known by
things such as gentleman like, well mannered, or heroic. Chivalry seems to have fallen
off with the knights and the feudal system. The next time you do a good deed such as
helping the weak, think of the chivalric times of old, and how your deed compares to
that of the knights.

1.

This project gave me a deeper understanding of chivalry. I realized that I actually
didn’t know much about chivalry in any terms other than Cyrano, and this project
gave me a good historical background

2.

The skills I needed to do this project is good time management, and the ability to
concentrate for an extended period of time. This gave me a good understanding
of what I had to work on.

3.

Well, I made decisions based on what I wanted to include in my project, and how
I wanted to structure it

4.

The physical tools I used to complete this project was a working laptop and the
project description!

5.

The most challenging part of this project was the journal entries. I am not very
happy with what I wrote, nor do I think I could have done better with more time.
Overall, romantic and poetic writing is definitely not one of my strengths.

6.

The most enjoyable part of this project was the aesthetics. At least I got to do
something that looked nice!

7.

Theres not much connection between chivalry and my own life currently, the
repetition of school life doesn't leave time for adventure! I currently see a version
of chivalry in the relationship between men and women, but its generally for
social interaction.

8.

I will be able to use the realization that I need to manage my time better to help
me with other assignments, honestly I left it to the last day; I even had the classic
problem with the broken printer the morning of!
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Chivalry Essay
Have you ever seen a man give up his seat on the subway? Or a passerby hold open
the door for others? These types of acts are examples of chivalry. “The primary sense of the
term in the European Middle Ages is ‘knights,’ or ‘fully armed and mounted fighting men.’ The
term came to mean the gallantry and honor expected of knights. Lastly, the word came to be
used in its general sense of ‘courtesy.’” (Encyclopedia Britannica) A knight was required to
follow a set of rules back in the Middle Ages, often called a Code of Chivalry. Men were
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expected to help the innocent, be brave and strong, and above all, protect women. Chivalry was
very important back in the time of knights, but in modern time, it is not as stressed for men to be
chivalrous.
Chivalry dates back to the Middle Ages, right around the 1100s, and this type of courtesy
was derived from different concepts of honor, mainly military honor. The first real Code of
Chivalry was documented in “The Song of Roland” during the early Medieval period of William
the Conqueror. Knights did not choose to follow a Code of Chivalry; they were expected to
follow. Chivalry was never a list of rules, it was more of a moral system for a knight, or man. For
a knight to be considered fully honorable and admirable, they had to be chivalrous. For
example, men were required to be loyal, exhibit manners, be honorable, avenge the wrong,
obey the law, and never attack an unarmed foe. If a knight went against these rules, he would
be looked down upon. Both chivalry and a philosophy called romanticism were developed in the
same time period, and, because of this, chivalry is an important aspect in romanticism.
Romanticism is a reaction that goes against scientific rationalization, and instead stresses
strong emotions and aesthetic experience. Chivalry and romanticism are linked to each other as
they are both going with feeling. Chivalry is based off of doing what a person feels is right, and
romanticism is based off of living as a person feels is right, with happiness, love, and beauty.
Chivalry is also found in romance, as it shows how a man should be in the relationship, and how
the woman should receive it. Chivalry was very important during the Middle Ages, and heavily
influenced romanticism along with romance.
The concept of chivalry was derived from knights, and was frequently seen in literature
from the Middle Ages. To be courteous as a man in literature was very important for a character
because it demonstrated that he had honor. Chivalry tended to appear in romance novels
during the Middle Ages, along with poetry and plays. The plays written back when chivalry first
became popular always showcased the male lead to have a courteous personality. The earliest
example of chivalry in literature is shown in the fictional story of Sir Lancelot and Queen
Guinevere. This story is from the Medieval times, and shows how knights like Sir Lancelot, were
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supposed to properly act around women, Queen Guinevere. Another example of chivalry
appeared in the writings of poets such as Spenser and Chaucer, and writers such as
Shakespeare and Malory, who all used chivalrous characters in their stories. All of these great
English authors had important views on the concept of courtesy along with the importance of it,
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and these views led to chivalry being used in other pieces of literature. The classic Prince
Charming in most princess stories is always chivalrous as well, with a kind, noble, and
honorable way to him, and most romance novels have a chivalrous lead.
Although chivalry is still valued by women, it is in decline in modern times. Rules about
chivalry involving women have changed. It used to be that a man would protect a woman.
Women have gained status and are now basically equal to men, so saying that women need to
be protected by men is considered offensive, and most women would prefer to be respected
instead. This change has added to the decline of chivalry because men think that women don’t
want chivalry at all anymore. Women may not be damsels in distress, but they still want a man
to be gentlemanly, and women view being a gentleman an aspect of chivalry. When a man
holds the door open for a woman, gives the woman his jacket, or even pays the bill, he is often
considered to be gentlemanly. Chivalry has lost its appeal to the modern man and has left it to
literature to carry on its tradition. It is now considered a cliche for the leading guy to be
chivalrous, because it has become so unused in real life, and yet is always so heavily desired.
For example, in the movie Enchanted, when Prince Edward came forward to modern day New
york City to search for his love Giselle, his chivalrous persona seemed foreign and outdate.
Even so, his gentlemanly manners were welcomed by Nancy, a strong female character, who
lived in modern day New York City. As much as women are trying to fight for chivalry through
literature, and possibly change the aspect of protecting women, chivalry is still on a steady
downfall due to a newly found independence in the female population and social media.
Chivalry, a concept developed during the Middle Ages by knights, is an important and
valued characteristic in men, yet it is not frequently shown in todays society. As stressed as it
was during the Middle Ages, most of modern man has lost that chivalrous quality due to social
media and women wanting respect, but there are a few courteous men out there. In general
though, it is important to be kind, loyal, and honest. There should not have to be a code that
tells a person to do that, they should know to do that by themselves. If men lose chivalry, what
will become of them? Where will it all go? How will the personalities of modern man change?
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Reflection:
1. This project reinforced what I learned from class about chivalry because it showed me
that even if chivalry isn’t that used in modern day life, it is still valued and appreciated. It

showed me how much the personality of a person, and your perspective of them will be
influenced by chivalry.
2. I needed to know how to write a proper essay, and I also needed to know how to do
research properly.
3. In this project, I made the decision that chivalry is still considered a wonderful quality in a
man, but the aspects of chivalry have certainly changed over the years.
4. I used the website easybib.com to make my bibliography, along with many different
other websites to suport my information.
5. The most challenging part of this project was trying not to stray off topic in the essay,
along with finding the correct research. Numerous times when I was writing, I would
always swerve onto a different topic/concept, and sometimes it would relate to the
essay, but most times it did not. Also, when I was researching, I found a lot of irrelevant
research and I had to weed out what was important, and what was not, and that was
very hard.
6. The most enjoyable part of this project was coming up with the cover ideas and then
creating the covers. Putting myself into the character’s shoes was different, it was very
fascinating. I liked becoming another character and being able to feel the emotions that
he felt and try to express them to others.
7. In my life, I do see chivalry. Well, I don’t really see chivalry, but I certainly read about it in
stories. Occasionally someone has held the door open for me, and when I was younger I
have been offered seats on buses, but I never really see or receive that much chivalry. If
i ever do see chivalry it is on the subway when people offer their seats, but that rarely
ever happens anymore. If someone does offer their seat though, I think that it is very
kind of them, and quite altruistic. It shows that this person is able to think of others
before themselves, and considers the feelings of the one’s around them before their
own.
8. I will be able to use what I learned about chivalry in the future by being the person who
gives up their seat to the child, of holding the door open for others. I will try and be more
kind and well mannered and I will be as noble and honest as I can to the others around
me.
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“Because...because I am a fool! Stupid enough to hang himself!”
- (Rostand 31)
Christian tries to portray himself as a smart man, even though he is horribly stupid. As
much as Christian wants to love someone, whisper sweet nothings in her ear and send her love
notes that make her swoon, he can’t. Christian is too dumb to think up anything by himself, and
he knows it too. He petitions the help of Cyrano, only because he knows that he is too dumb
himself to have or experience real love with his brain.
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“Oh, no, young sir. You are too simple. Why, you might have said a great many things. Why
waste your opportunity? For example, thus: - Aggressive: I, sir, if that nose were mine, I'd have
it amputated on the spot. Practical: How do you drink with such a nose? You must have had a
cup made especially. Descriptive: 'Tis a rock, a crag, a cape! A cape? Say rather, a peninsula!
Inquisitive: What is that receptacle? A razor case or a portfolio? Kindly: Ah, do you love the little
birds so much that when they come to see you, you give them this to perch on. Cautious: Take
care! A weight like that might make you top-heavy. Eloquent: When it blows, the typhoon howls,
and the clouds darken! Dramatic: When it bleeds, the Red Sea. Simple: When do they unveil
the monument? Military: Beware, a secret weapon. Enterprising: What a sign for some
perfumer! Respectful: Sir, I recognize in you a man of parts. A man of... prominence! Or…
Literary: Was this the nose that launched a thousand ships? These, my dear sir, are things you
might have said, had you some tinge of letters or of wit to color your discourse. But wit? Not so,
you never had an atom. And of letters, you need but three to write you down: A-S-S.”
-

(Rostand 3)
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In this quote Cyrano is showing how his nose is so big and grotesque, that there is an
endless amount of ways to deprecate him. He views himself as so hideously ugly that no one
with ever be able to love him, and that he is destined to be alone. Cyrano tries to hide away his
sorrows behind a large bravado of wit and swordsmanship. As much as Cyrano wants to find
love, and receive it, those dreams are consistently thrown away every time he looks at himself
in the mirror.
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