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"Yam foo‐foo and 
vegetable soup was the 
chief food in the 
celebration." (Achebe 26)
Umuofia has a very 
interesting choice of 
food. You'll never be able 
guess what they eat! 
LOCUSTS! CRUNCHY 
LOCUSTS! They only 
come once in a 
generation and return for 
seven years, then 
disappear again. In 
addition, they also have 
cassava, yams, fowl, 
palm‐wine, and kola 
nuts.

Food

Music
"He could hear in his mind's 
ear the blood‐stirring and 
intricate rhythms of the 
ekwe and the udu and the 
ogene," (Achebe 5)
Have you ever heard of 
people saying that they 
communicate through 
music? Well, here it is! A 
musician will go around the 
community and play the 
ekwe, udu, and ogene with 
different tones and rhythms 
to pass the message. Listen 
and figure out what they're 
saying!

A village like no other 
in Nigeria from late 
19th to early 20th 

century.



Sports

Traditions  Government

"Many years ago when she 
was the village beauty, 
Okonkwo had won her heart 
by throwing the Cat in the 
greatest contest within living 
memory." (Achebe 28)

Looking for a partner who is 
agile, tenacious, peerless, and 
revered? Come and 
experience the fun of the 
wrestling competitions! 
Wrestling is the greatest 
contest of all times in 
Umuofia. You will not want 
to miss it! It is guaranteed to 
be the most unforgettable 
experience you'll ever have!

"Our duty is not to 
blame this man or to 
praise that, but to settle 
the dispute." (Achebe 
66)                      
Umuofia has its own 
kind of legal system, 
called egwugwu. 
Egwugwu are the clan's 
ancestral spirits that 
emerge from the secret 
house who takes the 
forms of masked men. 
In other words, the 
egwugwu is similar to a 
jury led by a 
superintendent or judge. 

"The Feast of the New Yam 
was approaching and 
Umuofia was in a festival 
mood. It was an occasion for 
giving thanks to Ani, the 
earth goddess and the source 
of all fertility." (Achebe 26)
The Feast of the New Yam is 
the equivalent of New Years. 
Come and visit with your 
family for a different unique 
tradition. There will be 
dancing, large masks, music, 
and food! Check out their 
dance moves and join them!



Umuofia

Hurry up and 
visit before 

your plans fall 
apart!
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English 9H
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SPORTS
Sports are an important aspect 
of the Umuofia Culture.  If you 
are a wrestling fan you will be 

happy here!  Wrestling is 
Umuofia's biggest sport and is 

very popular among the people.

“As a young man of eightteen 
he had brought honour to his 
village by throwing Amalinze 
the cat.  Amalinze was the 

great wrestler who for seven 
years was unbeaten, from 

Umuofia to Mbaino.” (Achebe 
3) 

MUSIC
Music is another significant aspect 
of the Umuofia culture.  Drums are 
very popular throughout the area, 

people constantly dance and move 
to the beat of them.  Everyone has 
a great time!  Flutes are also used 

during ceremonies and 
celebrations.  Music is also used 
for more serious happenings, the 

town crier uses the bell to call 
meetings and send messages. 
Music is an important part of  

Umuofia.

“The drums were still beating, 
persistent and unchanging. Their 
sound was no longer a separate 

thing from the living village. It was 
like the pulsation of its heart. It 

throbbed in the air, in the sunshine, 
and even in the trees, and filled the 
village with excitement.” (Achebe 

31)



RESPONSIBILITYRELIGIONFOOD
The people in Umuofia work 

hard for their food.  They must 
farm their own coco yams, and 

gather kola nuts.  After the 
long day of labor we end with 
a glass of palm wine.  If you 
are looking to hunt and eat 

some bugs come every seven 
years! The locusts are great 
snack foods when you are 
looking for something salty 

and crunchy to eat!

““For although locusts had not 
visited Umuofia for many 

years, everybody knew by 
instinct that they were very 
good to eat. And at last the 

locusts did descend”(Achebe 
39)

Christianity is growing in 
Umuofia and is becoming 
the dominant religion in 

the area.  There is a 
church in town for you visit 

and the priests are very 
welcoming.This up and 

coming religion has many 
followers who believe very 

strongly in Christianity. 

“And even in the matter of 
religion there was a 

growing feeling that there 
might be something in it 

after all, something 
vaguely akin to method in 
overwhelming madness.” 

(Achebe 126)

The men in Umuofia tend to 
be very strict and strong.  If 
you like overpowering men, 

the Umuofia men are for you! 
(unless you don’t like getting 
beaten).  Men play a major 
role in the Umuofia society, 

they farm and

“No matter how   
prosperous a man was, if he 
was unable to rule jis women 
and his children (and 
especially his women) he 
was not really a man.” 
(Achebe 37)

      



 Here in 1892 Umuofia 
everyone has 

assimilated to become a 
modern, evolved land of 
close knit communities. 
This well-protected and 
beautiful place is a 

great destination for….
well….not…

EVERYONE is welcome….
but most people to 
visit or stay!

Charlotte Krause
English 9 Honors
Mr. Schleifer 

Due:April 10, 2015

Music:
“The drums beat the 

unmistakable wrestling 
dance--quick, light and 

gay, and it came 
floating on the wind.” 

(Achebe 30) 

People here are always 
dancing to the beat of the 
drums, or rather beating 
others to the beat of the 
drums. The days are mostly 
sunny, they are joyously 
imitated by the vibe of 

the of the constant 
drummers in the distance. 
Flutes are combined in the 
music and digress a rather 
sorrow filled tone, which 
i seemed to hear a lot in 

Umuofia. 

Food:

“He who brings kola 
brings life.” (Achebe 

5)

The cuisine in Umuofia 
may not be everyone’s 

cup of palm wine, 
although, there is a 

variety of nutritious, 
seasonal salted locusts 
(insects). Kola nuts are 
valued equivalent to the 

most expensive 
chocolate; and palm wine 
is drunk as regularly as 
water. Coco yams are a 
delicacy enjoyed during 
the festival time of 

year, but there are no 
sweet potato fries!



Religion:  
“He then installed his 
personal god and the 

symbols of his departed 
fathers.” (Achebe 91)

The religion here is 
particularly important. 
There is no room for 

nuance, only Christians 
or worshippers of Igbo, 
or many gods associated 

with nature. The 
polytheistic followers 

of religion are 
especially “non-

violent”. With such a 
great spiritual tension 
among the village, it 
is necessary to abide 

by the rules.

Traditions:
“The Feast of the New 
Yam was held every year 

before the harvest 
began, to honor the 
earth goddess and the 
ancestral spirits of 
the clan.” (Achebe 26)
Every year there is a 
Week of Peace. Each day 
the towns gather at the 
ilo in the center of 
town to take part in 
festivities such as 

feasts, games,and more. 
Even though it is 

tradition, the peace 
cannot always be kept. 
Essentially, the Week 
of Peace does not hold 

true to its name.

Gender Roles and 
Responsibilities:
“A child belongs to its 
father and his family 
and not to its mother 

and her family.” 
(Achebe 94)

If one likes to be 
perpetually oppressed by 
the will of man, then 

Umuofia is the place for 
you. In this delightful 
array of communities, 
men are to marry up to 
six women at once...it 

is the duty of the 
father to protect and 
provide for his family 

and suppress any 
feminite behavior Women 
carry the emotions for 

the entire family.
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